Mission Statements of the United Nations Agencies

Participating in Exercise Strong Angel

[image: image1.png]“There is no greater sorrow on earth
than the loss of one’s native land.”
—Euripides, 431 B.C.

£E<\

Y ONITED N
ﬁ‘,}’ HIGH I;IIMMISSIIINEII FOR REFUGEES

X &




United Nations Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 





The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) was established pursuant to the adoption of the Secretary-Generals program for reform.  In accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 46/182, OCHA’s functions are focused in three core areas: (a) policy development and coordination functions in support of the Secretary-General, ensuring that all humanitarian issues, including those which fall between gaps in existing mandates of agencies such as protection and assistance for internally displaced persons, are addressed; (b) advocacy of humanitarian issues with political organs, notably the Security Council; and (c) coordination of humanitarian emergency response, by ensuring that an appropriate response mechanism is established, through Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) consultations, on the ground. 

OCHA discharges its coordination function primarily through the IASC, which is chaired by the Emergency Relief Coordinator (ERC), with the participation of all humanitarian partners, including the Red Cross Movement and NGOs. IASC ensures inter-agency decision-making in response to complex emergencies, including needs assessments, consolidated appeals, field coordination arrangements and the development of humanitarian policies. 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
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The United Nations refugee organization is mandated by the United Nations to lead and coordinate international action for the worldwide protection of refugees and the resolution of refugee problems. 

UNHCR’s primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well being of refugees.  UNHCR strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another state, and to return home voluntarily.  By assisting refugees to return to their own country or to settle in another country, UNHCR also seeks lasting solutions to their plight.

UNHCR offers protection and assistance to refugees and others in an impartial manner, on the basis of their need and irrespective of their race, religion, political opinion or gender. In all of its activities, UNHCR pays particular attention to the needs of children and seeks to promote the equal rights of women and girls. 

In its efforts to protect refugees and to promote solutions to their problems, UNHCR works in partnership with governments, regional organizations, international and non-governmental organizations.

UNHCR is committed to the principle of participation by consulting refugees on decisions that affect their lives. 

By virtue of its activities on behalf of refugees and displaced people, UNHCR also promotes the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter: maintaining international peace and security; developing friendly relations among nations; and encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
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United Nations Children’s Fund




UNICEF is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly to advocate for the protection of children's rights, to help meet their basic needs and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential.

UNICEF is guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and strives to establish children's rights as enduring ethical principles and international standards of behavior towards children.  UNICEF insists that the survival, protection and development of children are universal development imperatives that are integral to human progress.

UNICEF is committed to ensuring special protection for the most disadvantaged children - victims of war, disasters, extreme poverty, all forms of violence and exploitation and those with disabilities.  UNICEF responds in emergencies to protect the rights of children. In coordination with United Nations partners and humanitarian agencies, UNICEF makes its unique facilities for rapid response available to its partners to relieve the suffering of children and those who provide their care.

UNICEF is non-partisan and its cooperation is free of discrimination. In everything it does, the most disadvantaged children and the countries in greatest need have priority.

UNICEF aims, through its country programs, to promote the equal rights of women and girls and to support their full participation in the political, social, and economic development of their communities.

UNICEF works with all its partners towards the attainment of the sustainable human development goals adopted by the world community and the realization of the vision of peace and social progress enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations.

United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
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WFP is the frontline United Nations organization fighting to eradicate world hunger -- whether it is the hunger that suddenly afflicts people fleeing ethnic conflict in Rwanda or Bosnia or the chronic hunger that affects the hungry poor in countries such as Bangladesh or India. WFP became operational in 1963 and is now the world's largest international food aid organization. 

In 1998, WFP delivered 2.8 million metric tons of food aid to nearly 75 million people in emergencies and long-term refugee operations and development projects.
WFP has emergency and development projects in 80 countries world-wide and a staff of more than 5,000, over half of whom are employed on a temporary basis.

WFP focuses on the most vulnerable: women, children and the elderly. " Women and their young children are the first to suffer when crops fail or a nation is seized with violence. They should be the first in line when we invest our money, adding to their capacity to cope with tragedy and re-build for the future," says Catherine Bertini, WFP Executive Director. 

In emergencies, WFP provides fast, efficient, life-sustaining relief to millions of people who are the victims of natural or man-made disasters, including refugees and the displaced. 

Since 1992, most of the food provided to refugees around the world has come from WFP. The Programme is responsible for mobilizing all basic food commodities, and funds for meeting transport costs, for all large-scale refugee feeding programs managed by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

The Programme is also increasingly involved in projects using food aid to demobilise ex-combatants and, to a more limited extent, de-mining operations on the cessation of war and civil conflict. After wars or disasters strike, WFP moves in with reconstruction and rehabilitation projects aimed at repairing the damaged infrastructure. 
