Situation Report


Monday 12 June

RIMPAC 2000

Operation Strong Angel

Exercise Snap Shot

· UNHCR field staff managed to travel to the border yesterday despite high tensions and interviewed refugees. They reported that the refugees appeared relatively healthy but were suffering from dehydration, diarrhoea and psychological trauma. 

· UNHCR with the assistance of the military registered 8000 refugees last night bringing the total number to 10,000. 

· UNICEF has set up a child friendly site within the refugee camp and together with WFP have begun to identify the most vulnerable woman, children and elderly in need of therapeutic and supplementary feeding. 

· UNHCR met with  community leaders within the refugee camp to discuss distribution and camp management. 

· WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF, MNF and a representative of the Government of Green have established a Joint Logistics Cell at the airport. 

· WFP reports that first ship carrying food is due to arrive 14 June (enough to feed current caseload for three months).

· Twelve emergency response officers arrive from UNHCR, UNICEF and WFP.  Current total 18. 

· Refugeesbecoming disgruntled over lack of bathing facilities

Weather conditions remain extremely harsh with winds blowing 50 k/p/h and sandy conditions create a major dust problem. Refugee site badly affected and four toilets blown over and three tents badly affected.   UN staff living under austere conditions: volcanic sand getting into every place, camp beds, clothes, and other personal equipment and in office area.  Computers have to be enclosed in plastic and office dusted down every two hours.

Air arrivals

UNHCR – Arrival of emergency response supplies (two C 1-30s)

UNICEF – Arrival of emergency response supplies (one C 1-30)

WFP – Arrival of emergency response supplies (one C 1-30s)

Sea arrivals

MV Sue Lykes expected to arrive 13 June – on board twenty containers for MSF for field hospital.  Arrangements for unloading being expedited by JLC.  Vessel will require to unload 150 containers to access containers.  JLC establishing prioritisation programme with agencies represented inorder to de-conflict arrivals.  JLC establishing a community relations analysis to determine projects for assistance for local population.  JLC making good progress.

Assisting Local Community 

Discussions on-going with Government, UNICEF, and OCHA regarding provision of assistance to host populations. Meeting scheduled for 13 June in capital.UNICEF and a Marine engineer conducted as assesment of the local hospital which is in need of rehabilitation.

Security

The bodies of the two aid workers killed were flown out of Green by MNF to Country Blue.  UN Agency, MNF and NGO reps attended brief ceremony at airport with Rep from Green Government.

