  “Smart Desk”


 


The goal of this project is to develop a customized communication-learning system for Web-based education for children with special needs.  We  are very excited by the opportunity to be working on a project which is focused on  real persons with real needs.





	


This effort will require the development of interface widgets for the disabled. We have developed a plan which would combine the development of a customized learning system for children with physical and cognitive disabilities with the development of specialized interface widgets.








“Smart Desk” has three specific goals





COMMUNICATION 


To develop a system which will enable these children’s to express themselves as best as possible. The system designed so they will be able to communicate as effectively and fluently as they are able.





EDUCATION


 To develop a customized learning system which will provide an enriched learning environment and also allow for an objective assessment of their individual progress.





SOCIALIZATION


To develop a system of interfaces which promote and facilitate  special needs children’s ability to socialize with others.





We will design, test and implement an “instrumented Smartdesk”.  This desk will have a variety of interchangeable input devices, (such as switches, knobs, levers, keyboards and various other custom input devices) which will allow us to provide many options for the children and their educators to explore.
