Lois:


April 6, 2002

I wanted to update you on CRASAR. Since

we last spoke some things are beginning to

jell:

1. Eric Rasmussen asked us to go on stand-by

to respond to the Afghanistan earthquake. Eventually

the US decided not to respond except with relief

supplies. However, this gave us great visibility.

2. John Blitch and Eric Rasmussen have courtesy

faculty appointments at USF. They are now serving

as the CRASAR director of operations and

bioinformatics, respectively. USF continues to

be highly supportive of CRASAR and having me

and my students serve as responders. The paperwork

is daunting, but the USF legal beagles are dealing with it.

4. I will be giving a talk at the FDIC fire

instructor conference on Thursday in Indianapolis.

INTF-1 is very interested in robotics and we

have established a relationship. I expect to

have a memo of understanding with the Chief,

Indianapolis and a contract with INTF-1 as a

civilian team by the end of the week.

5. At least 3 of us from USF will be able to

attend the June 7-9 retreat with our robots.

Dave Warner has us down.

So those are the main items. At this point,

I believe that CRASAR has established enough of

a funding base/potential to move to a more

marketing phase. The goal of the next 4 months

is to get CRASAR established, firmly, in the

rescue community's mind as a resource and get

the appropriate contracts/paperwork in place.

John will be working on getting us more

equipment in the short-term and we are finishing

off getting what it takes to be self-sufficient

in the field.

If you have any suggestions, contacts, or

concerns, please let me know. We all welcome

more opportunities to interface and interact

with the other NIUSR members.

Take care of yourself,

Robin
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