The retreat is Friday June 7 - through Sunday  June 9. Plan to arrive by late afternoon for a briefing on what to expect for the weekend. Then supper and to bed as it will be 3 hrs later already for the East coast folks.   Families Welcome. It will be cold and foggy in the mornings. Bring warm clothes for when the sun goes down. Bring sunscreen for when the sun is shining. Bring insect repellent. Bring yourself! The food is vegetarian. Pick up steaks on leaving the airport at the first opportunity if you gotta have red meat. The camp (El Capitan Canyon Resort) is 20 minutes north of the Santa Barbara airport on Hwy 101. 


If you need to pick up anything you may have forgotten you will need to get it near the airport. It gets pretty open country right after you leave the airport. If all else fails you can always have the wife or kids drive the 20 minutes back to town to pick it up. It only looks like you are in the back country. 

Drive north on Hwy 101. About 20 minutes. You will see a ramp marked El Capitan Ranch Road. This is NOT the turn-off. The next one says El Capitan State Beach. This is the correct turn off. 


Exit and then turn right toward the mountains. If you go left under the freeway you will wind up at the State Beach--a great place in the sunny days and to B-B-Q your steaks. They sell wood. If you want charcoal pick it up with the steaks. 

When you turn right you will see a wooden sign with burned in letters saying El Capitan Canyon. You are there! 

This is going to be different. Dave Warner is in charge and he has some really far out ideas! Work shops, Exercises etc. He is going to work you! Your families will have time to hike and go to the beach but you will WORK! We're asking “What is missing from the nation’s Readiness capability today?” 

So far we have about 50 different answers to that question! Which means we are in a sorry state! My answer is Interoperable Communications and Transportation. Some say ”Intelligence” (I agree with that as well.) Dave, Marv Langston and Doug Gillies are all into "Lack of support from the People in the U.S." This should be a pretty feisty meeting? 

You will be through (hopefully) by noon on Sunday. Plan on a LATE flight back East or leave on Monday. First plane to LAX and then change for flights east is at 5:15 a.m. You need to be at the airport 1½ hours before take off.

